JOHN HOLLIDAY OR SIMPSON
Housebreaker and Highwayman^ who rotted a King and a
Church^ and was hanged at Tyburn in 1700
THIS man, whose career of villainy in England was not
long, had committed a variety of depredations in Flanders,
where he served as a soldier under King William III. On
the Peace of Ryswick he received his discharge, and with
several of his confederates in acts of villainy repaired to
London, where they formed themselves into a gang of
robbers, of which Holliday, under the name of Simpson, was
appointed their captain. They were alternately highwaymen
and housebreakers.
In the year 1700 Holliday was indicted in the name of
Simpson for a burglary in the house of Elizabeth Gawden,
of stealing thereout two feather beds and other articles; to
which he pleaded guilty, and was, for that offence, hanged
at Tyburn.
While under sentence of death he said that his name was
not Simpson, but Holliday, and that during a great part of
the war in the reign of King William he was a soldier in
Flanders, where he used to take frequent opportunities of
robbing the tents of the officers; and once, when the army
lay before Mons, and his Majesty commanded in person,
Simpson happened to be one of those who were selected to
guard the Royal tent. On an evening when the King, accom-
panied by the Earl (afterwards Duke) of Marlborough and
Lord Cutts, went out to take a view of the situation of the
army, Simpson, with a degree of impudence peculiar to
himself, went into his Majesty's tent and stole about a
thousand pounds. It was some days before this money
was missed, and when the robbery was discovered, Simpson
escaped all suspicion. He said he had committed more
robberies than he could possibly recollect, having been a
highwayman as well as a housebreaker.
He committed numerous robberies in Flanders as well
as in England, and he affirmed that the gates of the city of